17 WESTERN COUNTIES
photographic federation

WWW.WCPF.ORG.UK

Red Umbrellas at the Rialto Bridge e Dorariore:
Plymouth Camera ClI

E-Newsletter 176

February 2010




Contents

OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE MEMBERS! I I 1 I 1 3
WHATOS ON IN THE WEST!' ! I 1 1 1 1 1 | 4
CONNECTING " BY ALAN BOOTHMAN! I 1 I 1 1 5
KNEES"UP IN EXMOUTH! ' I 0 v 1 1 1 | 6
BEAT THE SPAMMERS! ! ' It 1t 1 I | 7

JUDGING : IS IT TIME FOR A RETHINK?! I 1 1 8
EXTERNAL COMPETITIONSY t 011 1 1 1 9
EDITORIAL BACK PAGE COMMENT!! t 1 I 1 1 10

HELP ME IF YOU CAN - I'M FEELING DOWN!

With apologies to the Beatles - but that's how I'm feeling right now!
Why? Well - no-one is speaking to mel Why not? Are you shy?

I beaver away trying to produce an interesting newsletter for you. I
beg and plead for titbits of gossip, photographs and so on. What do I
get? Nowt.

AM I WASTING MY TIME?

Please communicate? I don't bite - and if you are worried about writing
stuff yourself - don't be!l T'll do it for you if you give me the facts!

You can email me at wepfnewslettereditor@gmail.com -
give me a phone call on 01752-775830 - or sidle up to me at the next

WCPF event! I attend most of them.

Is that a date?
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WHATOS ON IN THE WEST

Event

Date

TAVISTOCK CAMERA CLUB hosts
speaker Duncan McEwan lecture “Scot-
land - Land of Light”

contact www.tavistockcameraclub.org.uk

March 3rd. 7.30pm
Tickets : Members £3 Non Members £4

SOUTH DEVON DPI Competition hosted
by Newton Abbott Photographic Club. De-
tails contact -
www.newtonabbot-photoclub.org.uk

20th April.

WCPF Members’ Exhibition at the Burton
Art Gallery & Museum, Kingsley Road,
Bideford.

Monday 22nd April - Saturday 24th May.
10am - 4pm. Sunday 11pm - 4pm.

PAGB Awards for Photographic Merit in
Prints & DPIs, Adjudications staged in East
Anglian Federation.

April 24th/25th

TAVISTOCK CAMERA CLUB hosts
speaker Steve Gosling lecture “TBC”

contact www.tavistockcameraclub.org.uk

May 5th. 7.30pm
Tickets : Members £4 Non Members £5

WAVES AGM at St Thomas Church Hall,
York Buildings, Trowbridge, Wilts. BA14 8PT
followed by application sequences submitted
by three successful RPS distinctions.

WWWw.waves-avgroup.co.uk/events

8th May. 10am - 4.30pm

DEVON CLUBS BATTLE hosted by New-
ton Abbot Photographic Club at
Kingsteignton. Details contact
www.newtonabbot-photoclub.org.uk

Saturday 8th May . All Day.

WAVES - Another popular workshop. Details
to later. At St Thomas Church Hall, York Build-
ings, Trowbridge, Wilts. BA14 8PT
www.waves-avgroup/co.uk/events

14th August 10am - 4.30pm

RPS Visual Arts Group. At The Dolphin
Hotel, Bovey Tracey, Devon. Lecture by Irene
Froy FRPS.

Details - email:

susanibrown@btinternet. com

12th September. 10am - 5pm.

PAGB Inter-Club Print Championship at
Deeside College, Connahls Quay, Flintshire.
CH5 4BR

23rd October
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“CONNECTING”

Pianos

The story behind the winning Audio Visual at
the WCPF AV Day 23rd January 2010

The greatest joy from this yearOs competition, for me, was
winning the audience vote! The subjects | choose do not
normally have sufficient general appeal to win this type of
award.

| have been active in digital audio visual creation for many
years, always happiest when photographing live musi
cians, and when incorporating a complex sound track into
an AV. | tend to develop my ideas in ProShow software. It
has both the functionality for initial soundtrack mixing, and
has the advantage that it supports Photoshop psd files, 3
which | use for the evolving image montages. However, Concert
for stable projection and better quality images, | ther con
vert the sequence to Pictures to Exe (P2E).

Photography in jazz and blues clubs is risky - particularly

when leaving clubs after midnight with expensive camera
equipment - a magnet for possible muggings! At venues
like Memphis, Nashville and St Louis | use small pocket

cameras. However, large venues in New Orleans and
southern Florida have a more reasonable attitude to SLRs
with medium lenses - but | was amused at a Katie Melua |
event in the UK where | was told by security Onot to go any

nearer with that big (100-400mm) lensO. | got the pictures, |
of course!

| produce the final soundtracks in Adobe AuditionOs soundA selection of the images 'om AlanOs winning sequence.

editing software. The ProShow version is ideal for website i

use - which is where P2E is still lacking. | used to restii@where shall | connect?O is answered by using a dreamy

myself to live recordings, made on both portable recordggguence incorporating a slow changing montage of venue

- and even pocket cameras! However, | now tend to tides and deceased musicians, photographed on the walls

commercial music recordings, matching the performeasd at the entrances of famous downtown clubs.

involved, whilst retaining original location photography -

at least for 95% of the images. So - the idea of combining a sound montage (a seamless
music track of individual instrumental and vocal clips and

In my winning AV, the opening and closing sequences wgk¥ases) with images | had taken of musicians in action,

taken around a piano exhibition in an lllinois Shoppitgth in the UK and the USA, was a natural choice for me,

Mall. The theme OConnectingO refers to the inspiratiod | am delighted it was enjoyed by the audience

that a solo musician experiences when connecting with

their audience - the microphone often being the object Alan Boothman

which enables the channeling of the intensity of the per

former. OTo share my Whole Being - a Word / a Phrase - a

Chord / a ProgressionQ is the narrative. The question




EXMOUTH PHOTO GROUP. 40 YEARS YOUNG ON 18TH DECEMBER 2009!

40 years is quiteWell done Gill for doing an excellent job co-ordinating
an achievement the event. Here are some images taken during the eve
whether itOs aiing.
marriage - or how
long a club has

been in existence! Sheila Haycox & John Perriam

D
One Founder
Member, Peter
Dawson, still pas
sionate about the
club he helped
form, was an honoured guest, and it was great the be
able to celebrate this milestone with Peter, who gave a
short talk on the formation of the club, peppering it
with some of his anecdotes!

Peter Da\

This was followed by a wonderful spread of food-sup
plied by members of the club and included an Anniver
sary Cake, generously donated by Jean King. Club
funds were raided to supply the wine and soft drinks!
While this feast was being enjoyed by everyone, Peter
showed some of his wonderful bird photography. His
slides had been scanned, and were then projected on a
loop system with Peter freely sharing some of the se
crets which enabled him to capture such amazing im
ages.

Nigel Cheffers-Heard then gave a presentation titled
020 ThingsO (O1 - Let there be LightO) and as usual
delighted the audience with a very interesting and in

formative lecture telling us all how to take good images
plus some of the pitfalls most photographers seem to
encounter.

What has YOUR Club been up to?

Have you got something to celebrate?
Have you been up to something interesting?

Maybe you have a OtreasureO on yc’))ur committee who deserves a bit ¢
praise”

DonOt be shy!

SHOUT OUT ABOUT IT




(4) ALWAYS hit your Forward button from the actual
BEAT THE SPAMMERS! e-mail you are reading. Ever had one of those e-mails
where you have to open 10 pages to read the one
: page with the information you want on it? By

Do you get Spam emails? Yes? Want to try and forwarding from the actuai page you wish someone to

reduce this nuisance? Then read on. view, you stop them from having to open many e-
mails just to see what you sent.

Do you really know how to forward e-mails safely?

Half of us do; half of us DO NOT. (5) Have you ever had an email that is a petition? It
states a position and asks you to add your name and

Do you wonder why you get viruses or junk mail? address and to forward it to 10 or 15 people or your

Do you hate it? entire address book. The email can be forwarded on

and on and will collect thousands of names and email
Every time you forward an e-mail there is information addresses.
left over from the people who got the message before
you; namely their e-mail addresses and names. AsSA FACT:. The completed petition (and some are very
the messages get forwarded along, the list of addressesmotive) is actually worth a couple of quid to a-pro
builds, and builds, and builds. All it takes is for some fessional spammer because of the wealth of valid
poor soul to get a virus, and his or her computer cannames and email addresses contained therein.
send that virus to every E-mail address that has come
across DO NOT put your email address on any petition. If
his/her computer. you want to support the petition, send it as your own
personal letter to the intended recipient. Your position
Or, someone can take all of those addresses and sethay carry more weight as a personal letter than a
them or send junk mail to them in the hopes that youlaundry list of names and email address on a petition.
will go to the site and he will make five pence for each (And don't believe the ones that say that the email is
response. That's right, all of that inconvenience overbeing traced. It's just not true!)
a few pence!
Some of the other emails to delete and not forward
I—![ow do you stop it? Well, there are several easy are:
steps.
i. The one that says something like, "Send this email to
Try the following if you haven't done it before: 10 people and you'll see something great run across
your screen.O Or sometimes they'll just tease you by
(1?] When you forward an e-mail, DELETE all of the saying "something really cute will happen.” IT
other addresses that appear in the body of the messag&/ON'T!!!!Il (Some of those same emails are still do
(at the top). ing the rounds after 10 years!)

That's right, DELETE them. ii. I don't let the bad luck ones scare you either. Trash/
delete/bin them.

You MUST click the "Forward" button first and then

you will have full editing capabilities against the body iii. Before you forward an 'Amber Alert' , or a 'Virus

and headers of the message. Highlight all previousAlert', or some of the other emails floating around

email addresses and delete them, backspace them, cabwadays, check them out first. Most of them are junk

them, whatever it is you know how to do. It only mail that's been circling the internet for YEARS!

takes a secondIf you don't click on "Forward" first,

you won't be able to edit the message at all. Just about everything you receive in an email that is
guestionable may be checked out at Snopes. Just go to

(2) Whenever you send an e-mail to more than onewww.snopes.com or www.truthorfiction.com It's

person, do NOT use the To: or CC: fields at the top of really easy to find out if it's a genuine warning or not.

an email template for adding e-mail addresses. Alwayslf it's not, please don't pass it on.

use the BCC: (blind carbon copy) field for listing the

e-mail addresses. That way, only the people you sendn the future, let's stop junk mail and viruses.

to will see their own e-mail address. Other recipients

details remain hidden.

If you don't see your BCC: option click on where it

says To: and your address list will appear. Highlight The above is not a result of my researches, but is that
the address and choose BCC: and that's it, it's thabf a system administrator. In fact, | had previously
easy. When you send to BCC: %our message willbeen warned about most of the things mentioned
automatically say "Undisclosed Recipients in the above - and certainly | seem to get a lot [ess spam and
"TO:" field of the people who receive it. hoax messages than my husband does! Maybe not for

much longer, though, as | have shown him this!!
(3) Remove any "FW:" in the subject line. You can re-
name the subject if you wish or even amend spelling.
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LETTERS

What we must do is ensure sufficient time is allocated

JUDGING : IS IT TIME FOR A RETHINK? for the judge to make his assessment and not try to

compress this assessment time to fit in with the rest of

Which are the best attended meetings at your club? ~ (h€ €vening. In which case it may be necessary to limit
the number of items entered in competitions?

Most likely the competition results evenings. An indi With tt hibiti : dt
cation these meetings are probably the most popular in’"'11 €Spect o exnibilions, organisers may need 1o
consider limiting to two the number of pictures submit

5
the club programme* ted by each person and then select just one to-be in

After many years of taking part in competitions and cluded in the exhibition. This is a system already suc
exhibitions | wonder whether arrangements for these CeSSTUlly operated by a number of groups, and it gives
could be improved? Here®s what I think! everyone a chance to have a picture exhibited.

It is disappointing when pictures are judged Oon theThe present system operates especially against people
night.O and insufficient time is allocated for this-pur NEW 0 photography and these are people who most
pose. Judging on the night is done because of the dif "€€d encouraging, the proposed changes would give
ficulty and cost of getting large and weighty print every entrant an equal chance of an acceptance. What

packages to the judge. So this arrangement is quite?€te" encouragement is there than having a picture
understandable accepted? Whereas continual rejection may be very

discouraging?

However, all photographers entering pictures in com
petitions and exhibitions expect their work to be given
careful consideration but when they are judged Oon th

nightO, without the judge having previously seen them, : : . . : .
| feel it may not provide sufficient time for a fair-as 1€ Introduction of projected images will - and is -

sessment, and | also believe we should abandon th&Nanging things but many photographers enjoy produc
system of awarding marks.  Pictures cannot be 9 Prints and thisis likely to continue.

summed up in terms of marks; it suggests that one pic
ture is worth more than another. | presume marks are
awarded as a method for producing a winneBut
must we have a winnér

In my view exhibitions should not be competitive.
eourely, they are a means for displaying work?

So where does this leave us?

If we wish to eliminate the cost of getting prints to
judges, and if we want to ensure our prints are given
the attention they deserve, then judging on the night is
necessary.

John Burles FRPS AFIAP : 14 January 2010

HAVE YOUR SAY!
Got an opinion? Want to respond to JohnOs thoughts?
On the other hand - if yorgally love entering competitions - take a look at the next page!

This is your chance to air your views. It may not be on this particular subject - but all comments will be very
welcome.

Editor




COMPETITIONS ANYBODY?

The Fifth Sharow Photographic
Competition.

Are you interested? The website has been-co
pletely updated for the 2010 competition and
now open for entries. All information is available

at: www.sharowphotocomp.co.uk

The great news is: that individual mem-
bers may now enter and pay for the 3 main digi-
tal categories on-line.

The website also gives details of other categor
and methods of entry.

We would especially like to draw your attention t
the club category of 'portfolio of 10' -
http://www.sharowphotocomp.co.uk/clubs.ph
which is an interesting inter-club competition witl
its own prize money.

We would appreciate your help in informing clu

(=)

D

members of the competition by using the 'support

and promotion' tab for webmasters
http://www.sharowphotocomp.co.uk/webmasters.php

Entries close 28th May 2010. Paypal online
payments accepted.

Good luck - we would be delighted to hear from
you or your club. Total prize money worth £1,500|-

with proceeds going to charity

David Page - Chairman :
Sharow Photographic Competition

eS

Willsean Wt Refleadie:

is an exciting photography exhibition and comypeti

tion being held in Liskeard during July 2010.

These events will celebrate the work of the greei

19th century Cornish engineer, William West.

The competition is open to all, and its goal will be
to build up a collection of images that will inspire
the public and form an archive for future genera

tions.

If youOd like to know more about this competitions
details about how to enter may be found on

http://www.williamwest.webs.com/Competition.ht
m

ItOs an interesting site to explore, and you will b
able to see how you can play your part in this ever

- and enter your photographs into the competition.

Good luck!

14
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| am happy to expand this page to include external competitions throughout the

region. If you know of anything that you think may be of interest to your fellow

photographers please let me know, and | will Ospread the wordO.

wcpfnewslettereditor@gmail.com
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EDITORIAL END PIECE to stick to the old circulation

times of December, March and
September, which was intended
to coincide with the camera
club season.

Now that official Federation
news is accessed via the website
" it means this Onewsletter® car
become more of a Omagazine(
with news, views, gossip and
innuendo from YOU Oout
thereO!
Eggngztt';?"eipﬁgﬁ‘]’f?e 8 P80 Lyonn Burles kicks this o# with

N - his views on judging!
This OnewsletterO will hencefor$

-

3
January Sunset at Wembury Beach

lan Boothman gives us the
owdown on his recent AV
competition win.

become more of a Omagazine
leaving the formal stuff to be
posted on the WCPF website "
and in case you donOt know whdtxmouth Photo Group let us
the address is " key in into some carryings on in

December in their part of the

www.wcpf.org.uk  to your

WCPF Events
Closing Dates

14th February 2010

Hand in date for
Knightshayes Trophy at DPIC

\

6th March 2010
Members Exhibition

See Relevant area on Website
if you need more details.

WWW.WCPF.ORG.UK

world!
browser.

If you havenOt visited the site do the best | can to pass on

) Il thi rt of stu# "
before, you will be amazed at thea this sort of stu# to you * but

sheer amount of information to unless you Ojoin inQ "t will
always be a case of Osame old
be found there.

facesO!
The latest news from the
Federation is displayed there
together with details of
competitions , exhibitions and all
things photographic.

There will no longer be a
'deadline for articles. Instead,
when | have filled, say, ten
pages " it will be circulated.

ThereOs official reports on theSO hopefully, this will mean

latest competitions run by the that events will be far more
P y topical " with fewer pages to

Federatlon plus results; and entryprint o# for display on the club
orms. notice board! $Youdo do that,
Then there is a complete list of donOt you?%

all the Camera Clubs in our ared,~ o pnal thing! What should

together with details of how to we call this new Omagazine®?

contact their representative.
We already have the PAGB E"

Ably maintained by Bill Aven, he News $which is what we called

is also t'he whizz"kid to contagt if this in December just for the
you wish to have anything

published for the OcommunityO thssabll(\ﬂeETHlilfG”%ca”Ing it
see. BillOs email address is™ -

bill.aven@btinternet.com Over to you now to think up a

This document underwent asuitable titlet  Sadly, E’
.~ Photozine has already been
fundamental

change in |
December, taken!

when we went
OelectronicO. It has now dawned

on me that we no longer needed

Ann Owens

PLANNED FOR THE
NEXT ISSUE.

¥ Judging in front of
thousands!

¥ The MembersO
Exhibition " the
logistics of this
popular event.

¥ Judging Seminars.
The who, the what
and the why!

¥ Want to get YOUR
Club noticed? Want
to increase your
membership? HereOs
an idea you may like
to try!
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